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DISCOURSE 
Divine Providence, &c. 
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DANIEL II. 20, 21. 


Daniel anſwered and ſaid, Bleſſed be the Name 

of God for ever and ever : for Wiſdom and 
Might are his. 

And be changeth the Times and the Seaſons: he 
removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Rings: be 
giveth Wiſdom unto the Wiſe, and Knows 

ledg to them that know Underſtanding. 


Tis well obſerv'd by a great Divine &, That next 

* to the Acknowledgment of God's Being,nothing 
is more eſſential to Religion, than the Belief 

* of his Providence, and a conſtant Dependence 

& upon him, as the great Governour of the World, and 
the wiſe Diſpoſer of all the Affairs and Concernments 
of the Children of Men.” And this Notion is juſt : 
for tho Men believe that there is a God, yet if they 
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4 _ £4 Diſcourſe of Divine Providence. 
imagine him above taking notice of human Affairs, or 
concerning himſelf about the Happineſs or Miſery of 
Mankind; what Motives can ſuch have to pay Divine 
Worſhip to him, or of being careful always to do thoſe 
things that pleaſe him? If God did not preſide over 
and govern all things below by his wiſe and good Pro- 
vidence, but left them to go on according to the Courſe 
of Nature, or Effect of Chance; it would be in vain to 
pray to him for Deliverance under Troubles, or Suc- 
ceſs in our Affairs; or to acknowledg him the Author 
of any Happineſs enjoy'd by us. The Denial therefore 
of a Providence takes away the two Eſſential Parts of 
Natural Religion, Prayer and Praiſe. HE 
It is alſo the Conſideration of a Divine Providence, 
that ſupports the Mind of a good Man under all the 
Troubles and Diſappointments that he meets with; 
and renders him contented with his Condition and 
Circumſtances in this World, whatever they be. He 
who believes that God rules the World, cannot but 
conclude, that he governs in Righteouſneſs, and direc- 
teth all things after the beſt manner; ſo that no Man 
can have cauſe to complain of Providence, if that which 
is right and beſt will pleaſe him. To acknowledg that 
God does it, and yet to diſlike and murmur at what is 
done, muſt be both impious and fooliſh. We have all 
reaſon to ſcek the Amendment of our ſelves; but who 
will preſume to correct the Almighty, or find fault 
with his Conduct? A Child of God knows and conſi- 
ders, that his heavenly Father takes care of him, and 
has in his hand the Government and Direction of all 
Things that befal him. And as this is the beſt reaſon 
for Quictneſs and Contentment, ſo it cannot but be a 
great Comfort to him, as well under preſent Afflictions, 
as the Apprehenſion of thoſe at a diſtance : For it is 
natural to conclude from hence, that God will prevent 
the Evils he fears, if that be beſt for him; or if he 
ſuffers them to come, he will ſupport him under them 3 
and direct them, in the Iſſue, either to his Advantage 
ia this World, or the Increaſe of his Happineſs in 4 
8 Mn next. 


4 Diſcourſe.of Divine Providence. 


next. Andcan any thing contribute more. to the Re- 
lief and Comfort of a Man's Mind, under all the 


Changes and Afflictions to which he is liable, than the 

Belief and Conſideration of theſe things ? So that the 
beſt Motive to the Fear and Worſhip of God, and the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments for Peace and Contentment of 


Mind, are founded upon the Doctrine of Divine Pro- 


vidence. | a 3 
And ſo admirably well is this Doctrine fitted to pro- 
mote Piety and Religion, that tho it gives all this Re- 
lief and Comfort to the Mind of a good Man, yet it 
adminiſters none at all to thoſe. that are Bad; for 
how can they expect his Favour and Protection, who 
provoke him to Anger daily, and live in a conſtant 
Diſobedience to his Will? Whereas the Stoical Notion 
of Fate, ſets the Wicked and the Righteous upon a 
level. of: | 
Imap add, That there is no accounting for uncom- 
mon and ſupernatural Events, for thoſe great and un- 
expected Revolutions that have ſometimes happen'd in 
the World, but by the Acknowledgment of a Divine 
Providence. The ordinary Courſe of Nature has been 
often interrupted, and Second Cauſes have frequently 
fail'd of producing their uſual and ordinary Eikats 5 
and for this no tolerable Reaſon can be given, but that 
there muſt be ſome Being ſuperiour to theſe, who go- 
veras and rules them, and interpoſes when he pleaſes 
to alter their Courſe, and bring to paſs things moſt 
improbable and unexpected. And what muſt this be, 
but the ſecret and over-ruling Providence of Almighty 
8 or who can aſſiga any thing elſe like a Reaſon 
or it? 


. 


We may obſerve, that the moſt Healthy and Strong 


do not always live the longeſt ; that the moſt numerous 
and beſt-diſciplin'd Army does not always gain the 
Victory; that the moſt probable and beſt-laid Schemes 
do not always ſucceed : but that things frequently 
come to paſs contrary to expectation, and the proper 
Means that have been uſed, Such Changes have been 
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6A Diſconrſe of Divine Providence. 
made in Mens Affairs and Diſpoſitions, and ſuch Revo- 


lutions have happen'd in Communities and Kingdoms, 
as could not have been effected by any human Means 
or natural Cauſes. If things went on conſtantly in 
the ſame Courſe, and ſecond Cauſes always attain'd 
their End, without the leaſt Variation or Interruption ; 

there might be ſome ſhew of Reaſon to think there 
was no Being ſuperior to Nature,. . but that every 
thing came to paſs by Chance and blind Neceſſity ; 
and ſo might exclude the thought of God and Religion 
from the Mindsof Men. Becauſe they have no Changes, 
faith the Pſalmiſt, therefore they fear not God x. 
But when we ſee Nature ſo often interrupted in its 
Courſe, and ſuch wonderful Revolutions brought a- 
bout, which could not have been the Effect of any 
human skill or Power: It is ſufficient to convince us, 
both of the Being of God, and, of his Providence, 
and ſhould lead us to bleſs his Name, and adore his 
Wiſdom and Power, who thus governs and directs 
all things here below. . 
We find this was the uſe that the Prophet Daniel 
made of thoſe ſignal Appearances of a Divine Provi- 
dence that were ſeen in his days; and particularly, 
that which occaſion'd the words of our Text. King 


| Nebuchadnezzar had dream'd a Dream which gave him 


a very great uneaſineſs: Upon which, he calls together 
the wiſe Men of his Country, commanding them to tell 
him, both the Dream and the Interpretation thereof. 
They being uncapable of doing this, the King, in a 
great Rage, ſigns a Commiſſion for putting to death 
all the wiſe Men in Babylon, of which number was Daniel 
and ſome of his Brethren. But God, who over-rules 
all human Affairs, and reſtrains or turns the Power 
and Will of Princes as he pleaſes, did, in an extraordi- 
nary manner, interpoſe to ſave his People the Jews. 
He reveals to Daniel, ina Viſion of the Night, what 
the King had dream'd, and how he ſhould interpret 


— 3 — 


1— 5 — 
— a 


it: 


A Diſcourſe of Divine Providence. 


it: This occaſion'd a very ſudden and wonderful 


Change, both at the. Court, and. thro-out the whole 
Kingdom, Daniel and his Brethren have not only their 


Lives ſpar'd, but, to the great mortification of their 


Enemies, are advanc'd to the higheſt Honour and 


Eſteem; and tho, by wicked Laws, Idolatry had been 


eſtabliſh'd in the Nation, now the true God is acknow- 
ledg'd, and his People have for ſome time liberty to 
worſhip him. 531-4 R0 A 194 
Daniel being greatly affected with the Goodneſs 


of God, in appearing ſo ſeaſonably to vindicate his 


own Honour, and fave his People, expreſſes his Joy 
and Thankfulneſs in the words of our Text: Bleſſed 
be the Name of God for ever and ever, for Wiſdom and 
Might are his: And he changeth the Times and the Sea- 


ſons ;, he removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings; he giveth 


Wiſdom to the Wiſe, and Knowledg to them that know Un- 
derſtanding. | 
In ſpeaking to theſe words, I ſhall endeavour, 


I. To explain and illuſtrate the ſeveral important 
Truths that are aſſerted in them. | 
II. Shew you how applicable the Inſtances here given 


of the Wiſdom and Power of God, are to our 


preſent Times and Circumſtances. And, 
III. Make ſome practical Inferences from the whole. 


I. We ſhall take a ſhort View of thoſe important 
Truths which are aſlerted in theſe words, and obſerve 
the admirable Order in which the inſpir'd Prophet lays 
them down. 5 
ln the former of theſe Verſes, he aſcribes Wiſdom 
and Power to God, and bleſſes his Name upon the ac- 
count of theſe his Divine Perfections. 

In the latter, he gives ſome particular Inſtances of 
God's Wiſdom and Power, as manifeſted in the Courſe 
of his Providence; declaring, That *tishe that changeth 
Times and Seaſons , that removeth Kings, and ſetteth 
Kings, and that inſpireth with Wiſdom and Knowledg all 
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8 A Difcourſe of Divine Providente. 
who are adorn'd with thoſe excellent Accompliſhments. And 
certainly he who does all this, muſt be a Being of in- 
Finite Underſtanding and unlimited Power 

And this Order leads me, in the firſt place, to diſ- 
courſe of the Wiſdom and Power of God; not with 


reſpect to the Creation of the World, and all things 


in it, out of nothing; or the Redemption of Mankind 
by the Blood of Chriſt ; in both of which theſe Divine 
Perfections have been moſt admirably diſplay'd : but as 
they relate to a Divine Providence, and render God 
the moſt worthy and fit to govern the World, and t 
order and diſpoſe of every thing in it, 7 : 
Wiſdom and Might are his. He has Wiſdom to con- 
trive and form the moſt excellent Deſigns, and to diff 
poſe of every thing after the beſt manner; and he has 
Power to effe& whatſoever he pleaſes, and accompliſh 


all things that he ſees neceſſary or fit to be done, 
He knows all things that have been, that are, or that 


ſhall be hereafter ; ſo that he cannot be ſurpriz'd by 


any Accident which he did not foreſee, or is not ſuf- 
ficiently provided agaiaſt. | | 

He knows the ſecret Springs of Nature, and the 
Cauſes of all Events; he is acquainted with the Na- 
Ture, Power and Influences of all his Creatures, and 
therefore can never be miſtaken in the application he 
makes of them to any of his Purpoſes 

He has a perfect and intire View of all Objects at 
once, ſo that nothing can eſcape his particular and ex- 
act Notice. There are none of his Creatures thro-out 


the whole Univerſe, but he knows all their Waats, | 


and how to ſupply them; all their Deſires, and how 
to ſatisfy them; all their Fears and Dangers, and 
how to prevent them. He knows the Thoughts and 
Intentions of the Heart, and enters into the moſt ſe- 


cret Counſels and Deſigns of Men; and can turn all 


their Wiſdom into Fooliſhneſs, and bring to nought all 
Contrivances that are againſt his Will; for there is no 
Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor Counſel againſt the Lord &. 
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Diſcourſe of Divine Providence. 9 
He knows the poſſibility of things, and how to fit 
Means to — . — he propoſes; ſo that it is im- 
poſſible he ſhould be guilty of any Error, or that any 
of his gracious Deſigns ſhould miſcarry, either for 
want of good Contrivance or wiſe Conduct *. 

He knows the propereſt times of extending Mercy 
to his Creatures, and of ſaving them out of their 
Danger and Diſtreſſes; and what Methods of Salva- 
tion will conduce moſt to his Glory, and the Happineſs 
of thoſe who love and fear him. 

In a word, he is of infinite Underſtanding ; and as 
-he is the Supreme Governor of the World, we may 
depend upon it, that every thing is order'd and diſpos'd 
after the beſt and wiſeſt manner. 

- But Wiſdom alone is not ſufficient for the Preſerva- 
tion and Government of a particular Nation, much 
leſs of the whole Univerſe. The moſt extenſive Know- 
ledg, and the beſt-form'd Contrivances will avail little, 
where there is a Defe& of Power : therefore when the 
Divine Prophet ſets forth the Excellencies of the Su- 
preme Governor, he ſays, that both Wiſdom and Might 
are his, He has Power to execute, as well as Wiſdom 


to direct; and the Holy Scriptures frequently ſtile 


him The Almighty, becauſe he has an infinite Power, 
and there is nothing too hard for him. Some things 
are difficult to us, other things are impoſſible with us; 
but with God all things are poſſible PT. He is able to exe- 
cute whatſoever he deſigns, to fulfil whatſoever he 
promiſes, and to inflict whatſoever he has threaten'd. 
When he willeth any thing, it is preſeatly done; 


when he ſpeaks but the word, it inſtantly comes to 


aſs : No Difficulties can obſtruct his Operation, nor 
is there any Enemy that can be a Match for him: He is 
wiſe in Heart, and mighty in Strength; who hath harden d 
himſelf againſt him, and hath proſper 'd\|2 All good 


things are at his Command, and all evil things are un- 


. 


der his Direction. We cannot be reduc'd to ſuch 


Fee Dr. Tillotſon on the 73d Pſalm, ver. 25. 
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| traits, in which he is not able to help and relieve us, 


nor expos'd to ſach Enemies, from whoſe Malice he 
cannot protect and ſave us; neither can we be under 
ſuch Sufferings and Afflictions, wherein he will not be 
able to ſupport and ſtrengthen us, and when he ſees fit 
work out a Deliverance for us: Happy therefore, is he 
that hath the God of Jacob for his Help, whoſe Hope is in 
the Lord his God *; for he is great in Counſel, and migh- 
ty in Working . | | 

We may alſo obſerve, That when the Prophet 


aſcribes theſe two Perfections to God, he doth not ex- 


pos it by ſaying, he is Wiſe and Mighty, but that 
iſdom and Might are his: by which is intimated, 
that theſe Per fections are in God after the moſt emi- 
nent manner, and in the higheſt degree ; that he does 
not, as Creatures, derive them from any other, but 
That they are his own Being and Eſſence. 

Our Knowledg is gotten by diligent Study and ſore 
Travail, and is eaſily loſt again by the Defect of Memo- 
ry, or Age; neither can we exert our Strength to any 
great Purpoſes, without ſome Pain, and 3 to 
our ſelves: But both Wiſdom and Power are eaſy to 
God; they are in him, and exercis'd by him without 
Labour and Difficulty, and are always preſent and 


- actual, 


We know but a few things, and theſe only after a 
flight and ſuperficial manner; 'tis ſtill leſs that we are 
able to perform, our Power being-more defeQive than 
our Underſtanding, and that || which is wanting, cannot 
be number'd. But the Wiſdom and Power of God are 


_ univerſal, extending to all Objects and all Purpoſes 


whatſoever; ſo that nothing can eſcape his Knowledg, 
or exceed his Power, | 

Again, whatever Wiſdom and Power is found in a- 
ny created Beings, tis not their own, they deriv'd it 
from God who gave them their Beings; they are de- 
pendent on him both for the Continuance and Exer- 
cife of it, and to him alone muſt they be accountable 


* Plal. 146. . fer. 32. 19. þ Keck. 4. 15. 


A Diſcourſe of Divine Providence. IT 
for thoſe excellent Gifts: So that it can only be ſaid 
of the firſt and ſupreme Being, Wiſdom and Might 
are his. | 

From this general View of the Wiſdom and Power 
of God, let us proceed, with the Prophet in our 
Text, to conſider thoſe particular Inſtances which he 
gives of them in the Government of this World. 
And the firſt is, that he changeth the Times and the 
Seaſons. By which may be intended, either the natu- 
ral and conſtant Alterations of Time and Seaſons, as 
Days and Nights, Winter and Summer; or thoſe 
extraordinary Revolutions in human Affairs, which 
have frequently happen'd in ſeveral Ages and King- 
doms of the World. Thoſe who by this underſtand 
the former, viz. the ſeveral Periods of Time, and 
the natural Alteration of Seaſons, ſuppoſe that the 
Prophet deſign'd, by theſe words, to aſcribe that to 
God, which the Heathens attributed only to Nature 
or Chance. Tis plain indeed, that Time is meaſur'd 
by the heavenly Orbs, and the Seaſons alter according 
to their different Courſe and Influence, The Diurnal 
Motion of the Sun from Eaſt to Weſt, cauſes the 
conſtant Revolution of Day and Night ; and its an- 
nual Motion between the North and South, occaſions 
the Difference of Climates, the Inequality of Days 
and Nights, and the Variety of Seaſons: And accord- 
ing to the different Conjunction or Oppoſition of the 
Planets, the Weather proves hotter or colder, health- 
ful or ſickly, dry or rainy. But we muſt look above 
all theſe ſecond Cauſes to the firſt and chief Agent, to 
that God who made all theſe things by his Power, and 
continues to govern and direct their Motions and In- 
fluences by his wiſe Providence. 

He at firſt created the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and 
plac'd them in the Heavens for Signs and for Seaſons, 
and for Days and Years *. And 'tis he who directs 
their Motions, and gives them their Influence. With- 
out his Power and Providence, they would ſoon alter 


— 
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their Poſition, loſe their Influence, or ceaſe from 
their regular and conſtant Motions ; any of which 
would throw the whole Univerſe into the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion. He, faith the Pſalmiſt, appointeth the Moon for 
Seaſons, and the Sun knoweth his going down; the Day is 
thine, the Night alſo is thine ; thou haſt made the Summer 
and the Winter X. The God of Nature has the Power 
and Government of all theſe things in his own hand, 
and either continues them in their fix'd Order, or ſtops 
and alters their Courſe as he pleaſes: He can make the 
Sun to ſtand ſtill, as he did in Feſhua's time; or cauſe 
it to go backward, as he did on Ahaz's Dial. And ' tis 
no ſmall Inſtance of his Wiſdom and Power, that he 
over- rules and directs all theſe Motions and Varia- 
tions, ſo as to preſerve the World, and to ſupply all 
his Creatures both with the Neceſſaries and Comforts 
of Life. Let us therefore, in all theſe things, ac- 
knowledg his ſupreme Agency, and aſcribe to him 
the Glory of them; for it is he who changeth the Times 
and the Seaſons. | 
But the other Interpretation ſeems more agreeable 
both to the Deſign of the Prophet, and the Connection 
of theſe words; namely, that God is the Author of 


_ thoſe wonderful Revolutions which frequently happen 


in Kingdoms and Nations, whereby there is a great 
alteration made in the Times, and an unexpected turn 
given to human Affairs. | 

The preceding Verſes give us an Account, that 
God had reveal'd, in a Vition, to his Servant Daniel, 
what wonderful Changes and Revolutions ſhould come 
to paſs in future Times: That one Monarch ſhould be 
remov'd, and another ſet up; one Kingdom deſtroy'd, 
and another erected out of its Ruius; and one Over- 
turning contiaue to follow after another, until he 
comes whoſe Right it is. Upon this he bleſſeth the 
Name of God, and ſays, Wiſdom and Might are his, 
and he changeth the Times and the Seaſons, i. e. all theſe 
Turnings are over-rul'd and directed by God for his 


2 Pſal. 104. 19. & 74. 16, 
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own Glory, and to bring about his gracious Deſigns. 
To whom muſt we aſcribe thoſe wonderful Changes. 
and ſurprizing Revolutions that are recorded both in; 
Sacred and Profane Hiſtories, but God, who by his Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Power governs the World, and over-rules all 


things that come to paſs in it? % 
f The Jews were a People more peculiarly under the 
Government and Protection of God, than any other 
Nation in the World, and yet what great and frequent 
Revolutions happen'd in the State and Circumſtances 
of that People: One while they are Slaves and Bond- 
men in Egypt; at another time, they poſſeſs and are the 
ſole Lords of one of the moſt pleaſant and fruitful 
Countries of the Earth. One while we find the true Re- 
ligion to flouriſh amongſt them, and they enjoy Peace 
and Proſperity: At other times, Idolatry prevails, evil 
Kings are ſet over them, and they are almoſt ruin'd by 
' Diviſions and Contentions amongſt themſelves. Now 
they are Victorious over their Euemies, and no Nation 
or Kingdom in the World dare lift up the Hand, or 
wage War againſt them : Soon after they are for their 
Sins carry'd into Captivity, and made to ſerve their 
Enemies, in Hunger and Nakedneſs, and the want of 
all things. Now all this came not to paſs by Fortune 
or Chance, neither by any human Power or Conduct 
only, but by the wiſe Providence of God, that over- 
rules and directs all things for his own Glory; and ei- 
ther does, or permits whatſoever he pleaſeth in Heaven 
and in Earth, and in all deep places. | 
'Tis he who deſtroys one Kingdom, and ſets up ano- 
ther; who gives to one Nation Health and Proſperity, 
and a Plenty of all things, and viſits another with Sword 
dr Famine, or Peſtilential Diſeaſes : *ris he who con- 
founds the Devices of the Wicked, overthrows the 
Power of Tyraats, and faves a People deſigned and pre- 
pared for Deſtruction. He can make Bad times Good, 
or turn our Bleſſings into Curſes, If we live in an 
Evil time, God caa ſoon make an Alteration in our 
favour, if we ſeek to him, and ſerve him with all oor 
| | Hearts: 
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Hearts: If, on the other hand, we ſee good Days, and 
enjoy Proſperity and a Plenty of all things, he can, be- 
ing provok'd to it by our Sins, bring a ſudden turn upon 


us, and either ſtrip us of all our comfortable Injoyments, 


or cauſe them to be no real Bleſſing or Happineſs to us. 
He has all our times in his hand *, and he lengthens or 
ſhortens them, makes them Good or Evil to us, as he 
pleaſeth: and therefore the Prophet might truly ſay, 


He changeth the Times and the Seaſons. | 


uw 


2. The ſecond Inſtance of the Wiſdom and Power of 
God is, that he removetb Kings and ſetteth up Kings. He 
has Authority and Dominion over allearthly Monarchs, 
and ſuperintends all their Power and Actions. It is 
therefore frequently aſſerted in the Holy Scriptures, 
That he is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; that by him 
Kings reign, and Princes decree Judgment; and that there 
5s no Power but what is of God. All the Great and Mighty 
as well as the Petty Princes of the Earth, are but Vice- 
gerents and Deputies under the Almighty : and as a 
Prince may remove his Officers at pleaſure, and take 
away their Commiſſions from them; ſo God puts in and 
removes from theſe Poſts of Honour and Power whom 
he pleaſes; and he who wears a Crown, is as much ſub- 
ject to the Power and Providence of God, as he who is 
clothed in Rags. >>; 

And when the Prophet ſaith, He removeth Kings, it 
may be underſtood, either of his diveſting them of 
their Power and Authority while they live, or of his 
taking them out of the World by Death. 

Sometimes the Wiſdom and Power of Divine Provi- 
dence appears in diveſting Kings of their Power and 
Government while they live: he frequently removes 
them from the Throne, when he does not take them 
out of the World. I ſhall mention two Inſtances of 
this kind, that I think worthy our Obſervation, the one 
very antient, and the other within our own Memory. 

The former is that of King Nebuchadnezzar, who 
was made a very remarkable Example of this kind. His 


Power, 
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Power, when upon the Throne, was exceeding great; 
for he attain'd to an Univerſal Empire, and note upon 
Earth dared to controul him, as appears by the words 
of Daniel: It is thou, O King, that art grown and become 
ſtrong; for thy Greatneſs is grown and reacheth unto Hea- 
ven, and thy Dominion unto the ends of the Earth x. And 
yet God made him know, that he was not an abſolute 
and independent Sovereign, but that there was one 
greater than him, who could diſpoſſeſs him at pleaſure, 
and take his Kingdom from him: O King Nebuchad- 
nezzar, ro thee it is ſpoken, The Kingdom is departed from 
thee; and they ſhall e thee from Men; and thy Dwel- 
ling ſhall be with the Beaſts of the Feld; they ſhall make 
thee to eat Graſs as Oxen, and ſeven times ſhall paſs over 
thee, until thou ſhalt know that the moſt High raleth over the 
Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will. And 
the ſame Hour, ſays the Text, was the thing fulfilled Þ. 
The other Inſtance, which, as I ſaid, happen'd in 
our own Time, is of a Prince that not long fince ſat 
upon the Britiſh Throne l. He attempted the Subver- 
ſion of our Laws, the Reſtoration of Popery, and to 
| _ enflave us to a Foreign Prince, and an Arbitrary Power: 
And that he might not want means for the accompliſh- 
ment of all this, Officers fitted for his Deſign were put 
| into the chiefeſt places of Power; an Army is raiſed in 
his own Dominions, and an Alliance form'd with one of 
the moſt powerful Nations in Europe- | 
But God, by his Divine Providence, was gracionfly 
pleaſed to interpoſe in our favour at this critical Junc- 
K ture, and cauſe ſuch a happy Revolution as ought never 
| to be forgotten. The Kingdom was taken from him, not 
by the Wiſdom of Man, or an Arm of Fleſh; but by 
l the mighty Power of God. And tho human Means 
f | were uſed, yet it plainly appeared theſe of themſelves ; 
- were far ſhort of effecting that glorious Change. ö 
Who, but God, filled the King's Heart with Fear and | 
) Terror? infatuated his Counſels, and diſpirited his Sol- 
diers? and brought in our happy Deliverer without f 
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ſhedding of Blood, or making the leaſt Breach in our 
happy Conſtitution? Not unto us therefore, not unto us, 


but unto his Name be the Praiſe and the Glory. 


The other ſenſe given of this Phrafe, He removeth 


Kings, is, that he taketh them out of the World by Death: 


for this removes them from all their Power and Honour, 


and puts a ſtop to all their Deſigns and Actions. The 


King is as ſubject to Death as the Beggar; and the 
Throne can no more ſecure from the Grave than the 
meaneſt Cottage: For the Small and the Great are there, 
and the Servant is free from his Maſter. And the Pſal- 
miſt adviſes us, Not to put our Truſt in Princes, nor in the 
Son of Man, in whom there is no help. And the Reaſon 
aſſigned, is, becauſe his Breath goeth forth, he returneth 
ro his Earth, in that very Day his Thoughts periſh T. Now 


we know that Death is but the Executioner of God's 


Will, and thoſe that are removed by it, are therefore 
ſaid to be taken away by his Stroke r. 55 
And indeed there is uſually a very great appearance 
of God's Hand in the Death of Princes, which ought to 
be obſerved and acknowledged by us. If they were Ty- 
rants and Oppreſſors of their People, the Removal of 
Them is to be looked upon as a favourable Providence, 
and a Mercy from God to thoſe that were under their 
Government; as all Proteſtants will acknowledg the 
Death of that bloody Perſecutor, Q. Mary, was. It they 
ruled in Righteouſneſs, and made their Subjects a free 
and happy People, then their Removal muſt be eſteemed 


aà great Affliction, and grievous Judgment from God 


upon a Nation : And we have not been without ſome 
Inſtances of this nature in England, tho we are not al- 
ways ſenſible of it when the Stroke is firſt given. 
And as God muſt be acknowledg'd to have the chief 
hand in removing Kings, ſo likewiſe his ſpecial Provi- 
dence is often diſcover'd in ſetting of them up. | 
Sometimes the particular Perſon that ſhall reign is 
marked out by the Almighty, and the People directed 
and-inclined to him after an unuſual manner, as in the 


Caſe of Saul. | 


r Pal. 146. 33 " 2 + Job 36. 18. Ezek. 24.16. | 
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Sometimes we may obſerve a ſtrange Train of Provi- 
dences concurring to the Advancement of a Perſon to 

the Throne; and what at firſt ſeemed the moſt impro- 
bable and unlikely, does at length become the moſt 
"reaſonable and neceſſary : As in the caſe of David, who 
from the Sheepfold was advanced to the Throne of //: acl. 

Sometimes the Divine Providence is made very con- 

ſpicuous, by confounding thoſe Schemes and Devices 
that were form'd, to prevent the deſigned Succeſlor, 


and in overthrowing his open Enemies; as iu the Caſe 


of Solomon. So that we may truly ſay with the Plal- 
miſt, Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from the 
Weſt, nor from the South; but God is the Fudg, be pulleth 

_ down one and ſetteth up another &. | 
3. The third and laſt Inſtance mentioncd in our Text, 


of the Wiſdom and Power of God, is, That be giveth 


Wiſdom to the Wiſe, and Knowledg to them that know Un- 
derſtanding. And this is as full a Confirmation of what 
the Prophet had aſſerted concerning the Divine Ma- 


jeſty, as any of the former; namely, That Wiſdom and 


Might are his. For he muſt certainly be infinitely Wile, 
from whom all that Wiſdom and Knowledg found in 
created Beings is derived: And he muſt have an unli- 
mited Power over human Affairs, who direds and go- 
verns all the wiſe Mea and Counſellors of the Earth by 
his Inſpiration. 

And that God does this, is evident beyond all Con- 

tradiction: he that hath given us our Beings, muſt ne— 

ceſſarily be the Author of all the Powers and Faculties 
that belong to our Natures. To ſuppoſe any Wiſdom 
or Knowledg in Men that is not firſt in God and de- 
rived from him, is to make the Creature independent, 
than which nothing can be more abſurd and tooltſh. 


There is a Spirit in Man, and the Inſpiration of the Al- 


mighty giveth them Underſt anding |. he Faculties of 


knowing and reaſoning were at firſt given to Men by the 


Inſpiration of the Almighty ||; and all the Knowledg 
They attain by the uſe of theſe intellectual Powers, is from 


9 Plal. 75. 6, 7. e Job 32. 8. | Gen. 2. 7. 
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the Influence and Bleſſing of God upon them: He giveth 
unto a Man, that is good in his fight, Wiſdom, and Know- 
ledg, and Joy x. And upon ſpecial Occaſions he has, 
by immediate Revelation, given Men that Knowledg 
which they could not have attained by the Improve- 
ment of their natural Abilities. For Prophecy came 
not in old time by the Will of Man 5 hut holy Men of God 
ſpake, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt +, | 

Tis He who gives to Men the Knowledg of Nature: 
To underſtand the Works of God, and be acquainted with 
the Powers and Influence both of heavenly and earthly 
Bodies, is very pleaſant and uſeful. Solomon had a 
large ſhare of this Knowledg; His Wiſdom excelled the 
Wiſdom of the Children of the Eaſt Country, and all the 
Wiſdom of Egypt ||. But the Scriptures declare, that this 
was one of thoſe ſpecial Gifts wherewith God was 
pleaſed to honour that Prince. | 

*T1s by Him alſo that Men are furniſhed with Mecha- 
nical Knowledg, or that Skill whereby they perform 
their ſeveral Arts, and produce ſuch excellent Pieces of 
Workmanſhip as are ſometimes perform'd by them. 
lil [Wiſdom dwell with Prudence, and find out the knowledg 
of witty Inventions z i. e. The DivineWiſdom inſpires Men 
with Diſcretion to manage their Affairs, and gives them 
the Skill to find out many profitable and ingenious 
Arts. | 

And more eſpecially, *tis God who favours Men with 
Divine Wiſdom ; that Wiſdom that concerns their ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Happineſs,and makes them wife to Sal- 
vation, through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. This, by way of 
Eminency, is called che Wiſdom that is from above * 
and thoſe who are ſenſible of their want of it, and 
deſire to be ſupplied, are directed to ask it of God, 
who giveth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth not F. 

But it 1s civil or political Wiſdom which ſeems to 
be chiefly intended in our Text: that Wiſdom that the 
Counſellors and Governors of a Nation ſtand in need 


* Eccleſ. 2. 26. + 2 pet. 1. 21. || 1 Kings 4. 29, 20. 
Prov. 8. 12. * James 3. 17. H Ch. i. 3. 
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of; eſpecially when publick Changes happen, and one 


Prince is removed and another ſet up. Tis, God who 


puts good Deſigns and Reſolutions into the Hearts of 
Kings and great Men *; 'tis He that teacheth Coun- 
ſellors, and gives unto Senators Wiſdom . As God is a 
Spirit every where preſent, he muſt be intimate to the 
Souls of Men, and have ſecret and powerful ways, 
whereby to convey Thoughts and Deſigns 1ato their 
Hearts, and to (ſway their Wills and Affections as he 
pleaſerh. The King's Heart is in the hand of the Lord; 
as the Rivers of Water, he turneth it whitherſoever he will ||. 
And if the Senators of any Nation have the Skill to 
make wiſe and prudent Laws for the preſervation of 
their Civil and Religious Privileges; if they have Pe- 
netration enough to find out the Plots and evil Deſigns 
of their Enemies, and thereby prevent the Overthrow 
and Ruin of a Kingdom; if they have Underſtanding 
to direct and manage Publick Affairs, ſo as to preſerve 
all things in Peace and Safety under the greateſt Changes 
and Alterations: to God muſt we chiefly aſcribe the 
Glory of all theſe things; for it is he who giveth Wiſ- 
dom to the Wiſe, and Knowledg to them that know Under- 
landing. | | 

We may obſerve alſo, that the Prophet diſtinguiſhes 
in our Text betwixt Wiſdom and Knowledg: And 
indeed there is a real difference, tho they are frequently 
uſed in Scripture, for Elegancy, to ſignify the ſame 
thing. When apply'd to God, they ſometimes denote 
two diſtinct Perfections in the Divine Being: O the 
depth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and Knowledg of 
God, faith the Apoſtle |]. They are alſo mentioned 
as two different Attainments in Men: To one & given 
by the Spirit, the Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word 
of Knowledg by the ſame Spirit. 

Knowledg ſignifies the right underſtanding of things, 
as they are in their own nature: Wiſdom, the right 
uſe of the things known, according to their fitneſs or un- 


+ Ezra'7. 27. T bpfal. 105. 22. Prov. 21. 1. 
i Rom. 11. 33. 
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fitneſs, for various purpoſes; ſo that the former re- 
lates only to Speculation, and the latter to Practice: 
The one conſiſts in having a right Notion of things 
in our Minds; the other in making a right Uſe 
and Application of them. So that it is one thing to 
have Knowledg, and another thing to be really wiſe: 
but they both deſcend from above, and are wrought in 
Men by the Spirit of God: For he giveth Wiſdom to the 
Wiſe, and Knowledg to them that know Underſtanding. 
Having given this particular Explication of the ſeveral 
Parts of our Text, I proceed, e 


II. In the next place, to ſhew you how applicable theſe. 
Inſtances of the Power and Wiſdom of God, are to 
our preſent Times and Circumſtances, What the Pro- 
phet here aſcribes to God's Power and Agency, we have, 
1a our Days, ſeen him perform by his Providence: and 
you cannot but have obſerved ſomething of this from 
what has already been ſaid ; but a more particular and 
diſtinct apylying of them to our own times, may be 
very neceſſary and acceptable. | 
And I cannot do this better, than by obferving to 

Ou, N 
Vo Ppat the State of Affairs in this Nation has lately 
received a very great and ſurprizing Change. | 

That this Change has been chiefly occationed by the 
removing of one Prince from the Throne, and ſetting 
up another, | 

That our Governors have diſcover'd a great degree of 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, both in providing for this 
Succeſſion, and managing things for the publick Peace 
and Safety when it took place. 

And under each of theſe Heads I ſhall ſhew, how all 
muſt be aſcribed to the wiſe and powerful Providence 
of God, who removeth and ſetteth up Kings, and who giveth 
Wiſdom to the Wiſe,and Knowledg to Men of Under ſt anding. 

1/# then, You cannot but have obſerv'd that the 
State of Affairs in this Kingdom has lately receiv'd a 
very great and unexpected Turn: And if we look back 

| | a 
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a little to the Poſture of Affairs a few Months ſince, 
and compare them with the preſent State of Things, 
the Greatneſs of this Change will be very viſible to us. 
So bad was our Condition, that a great Prelate 
thought it not improper to compare it with the miſe- 
rable Circumſtances we were in before that happy Re- 
volution in 1688. e LIE, e 
elt may not be an improper Attempt (ſays that 
great Stateſman, as well as Divine) to try once 
& more to awaken a Nation that has perhaps forgot 
© paſt Dangers, and yet may be nearer them than 
« ever. If there is any Difference between the preſent 
ce State of Things, and that we were in about thirty 
% Years ago, it is that we are now more naked and 
« defenceleſs, more inſenſible and ſtupid, and much 
“% more deprav'd in all reſpects than we were then. 
„ Many are barefacedly going back to that Miſery, 
& from which God with ſuch a mighty Hand reſcu'd 
us, and has hitherto preſerv'd us with an amazing 
« Chain of happy Providences *.” (bn 
Many who refus'd to take the Oaths of Allegiance to 
the late King William, and were therefore ſuſpected of 
favonr ing the Intereſt. of the Impoſtor, were advanc'd 
to Places of great Honour and Truſt. The Doctrine 
of an Indefeaſible Hereditary Right was publickly 
vindicated, both in Addreſſes to her Majeſty, and Books 
diſpers'd among the People; and the Alliance made to 
ſecure the Proteſtant Succefſion, was in the greateſt 
danger of being broken tg. Sqme of the worſt Parts 


* Biſhop Burnet's Introdudtion to his 34 Volume, p. 28. 

T Hague, June 19. In the Conference which the Earl of Strafford 
had the 16th of May with the Depaties of thu State, concerning their 
Negotiation with the Emperor about the Spa ni h Netherlands, bis Ex- 
cellercy intimated, That the Queen judg'd that the States ought nos fo 
treat of that Affuir without her Concurrence, conſidering the Eng age- 
ments into which their High Mightineſſ-s enter'd with her by the Treaty 
of Barrier (by which the States are made Guarantees of the Proteſtant 
Sueceſſim) and that her Majeſty would look upon herſelf to be free 
from theſe Engagements, if this Commonwealth ſpould proceed in that 
Negotiation ſeparately. Daily Courant of June 14. 1714, | 
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of Popery were reviv'd, and zealouſly promoted by 
ſeveral of the Clergy z and others had the Impudence 
to propoſe a Coalition between the Gallican and Engliſh. 
Churches +. And the better to carry on theſe De- 


ſigns, the Spirit of Envy and Perſecution was reviv'd 


amongſt the People; and thoſe Incroachments that 


were made upon the Act of Toleration ||, caus'd ſome 
to fear, and others to hope, that ia a little time it 
would be wholly taken away: And the more Zealous 
were hereby incourag'd to threaten the Diſſenters with 
the demoliſhing of their Places of Worſhip, driving' 
their Teachers into Corners, and baniſhing out of the 
Land all that dar'd to diſſent from their Church. 
So faſt did the Intereſt of Popery and the Pretender 
grow in England, and ſuch reaſon was there to fear 
their Attempts upon us, that the Houſe of Lords 
thought it neceſſary to addreſs her Majeſty to iſſue out 
a Proclamation, promiſing a Reward to any that 
ſhould bring the Pretender to Juſtice, ia caſe he either 
landed, or attempted to land, in any of her Maje- 


BY 
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I But what can be ſaid of thiſe who are already going into ſome of 
the worſt Parts of Popery? It is well known, that in Practice, the Ne- 
ce ſſiĩty of Auricular Confeſſion, and the Prieſtly Abſolution, with the Con- 
ceit of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, are the moſt gainful Parts of Popery, 
and are indeed thoſe that do moſt effeFually ſubdue the World to it. 
The Independency of the Church on the State is alſo contended for, as if 
it were on deſign to diſgrace our Reformation. The indiſpenſible Neceſſity 
of the Prieſthood to all facred Functions, is carry'd in the Point of Bap- 
tiſm further than Popery; their Devotions are openly recommended, and 


4 Union with the Gallican Church has been impudently propos d. Biſhop 


Burnet's Introduction to his 3d Volume, pag. 70. % 

|| *Tis true, many of ns oppos'd the Occaſional Bill, from which ſuch 
great things were expected. We thought there were ill Deſigns under it 
we thought it ill-tim'd ; we look'd on it as tending to a Breach of the To- 
leration. Burnet's Preface to Paſtoral Care. | 

Tois Aﬀ Cto prevent the Growth of Schiſm) therefore, in a ſtealing 
and too artful manner, takes away the Toleration of Diſſenters ; for 
the force of it is directed to take place in confir mat in of a Law, which 
they are expreſly defended againſt by the ſaid Act of Toleration. Steele's 
Letter concerning the Bill for preventing the Growth of Schiſm, 
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ſty's Dominions. And in an Addreſs from the ſame 
Houſe ſoon after, the dangerous Condition we were 
then in was repreſented to her Majeſty, in theſe words: 
« And ſince the Papiſts and Nonjurors are ſo inſolent, 
c as not only to ſupport the Pretender's Claim to 
e your Royal Crown by their Writings and Diſcour- 
&« ſes, but alſo traitorouſly to inliſt Men into his Ser- 
e vice, and ſend them to France; we moſt humbly 
© beſeech your Majeſty to iſſue out your Proclama- 
4e tion, &c. “ ö. 3 | | 
And many trve Patriots of our Country, as well in 
Church as State, had the Courage to give us Warn- 
ing , and repreſent our great Danger to us; aſſu- 
ring us that our Civil and Religious Privileges were juſt 
expiring, if God, by ſome ſpecial Providence, did 
not fave || us : tho all that did thus, were ſure of being 
publickly diſcountenanc'd. 

But now what a happy Turn is given to all theſe 
things ? and how wonderfully does the Scene of Af- 
fairs begin to change? Thoſe from whom we thought 
our ſelves in moſt danger, are either remoy'd, or have 
the power of doing Miſchief taken from them; the 
Publick Credit is retriev'd ; the Enemies of the Prote- 
| ſtant Succeſſion dare not ſhew themſelves ; the Hopes of 
.Perſecutors are turn'd into Deſpair, and the once Grand 
Supporter of Popery and Tyranny dares not lift up his 
Hand, or give any Countenance openly to the Mock- 
King: In a word, The Hearts of the Righteous are made 
glad, but the Wicked are fill'd with Fear and Shame. 

cannot forbear mentioning a Paſſage here, out of 
a celebrated Divine, who treating of the Power 
and Providence of God, and ſhewing how he manifeſts 
his Dominion over all Human Affairs, has theſe Words: 


— 


* The Addre(s of the Houſe of Lords to her Majeſty, June 24. 1714. 
+ Burnet's Introduction, pag 71. God be thank'd, there are ma- 
ny am us that ſtand upon the Watch-Tower, and that give faithful 
. 11 See his Spital · Ser mon, publiſh'd by Order of the Lord Mayor 
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„ When you ſee the cunningeſt Deligns baffled by ſmall 
„ thiags intervening ; when you ſee Men of profound 
„ Wiſdom infatuated; -— when you ſee the Hopes of 
„ mighty Attempters daſhed into Deſpair, their Tri- 
% umphs turned into Funerals, and their joyful Ex- 
< pecations into ſorrowful Diſappointments ; when you 
e ſee the Weak, and devoted to Deſtruction, Victo. 
* ᷑rious, and the moſt Preſumptious defeated in their 
< Purpoſes : then read the Digine Dominion in the De- 
e ſvolation of ſuch Devices. How often (ſays he) doth 
« God take away the Heart and Spirit of grand De- 
e ſigns, and burſt a mighty Wheel, by ſnatching but 
„ one Man out of the World ? *? 1 * 
And this will introduce the ſecond thing propoſed. 
24, Thar this ſudden Change has chiefly been occa- 
ſion'd by the removing of one Prince from the Throne, 
and the ſetting up of another. This 1s ſo evident to all, 
that I have no need to ſer my ſelf to the proof of it; 
but rather to obſerve, how the ſpecial Providence of 
God has appear'd in it. „„ 
I am far from deſigning to ſay any thing to leſſen 
your Opinion of the Loſs ſuſtain'd by the Demiſe of 
her late Majeſty, or to caſt any unjuſt Reflections on 
her Memory: but this I would do, I would repre- 
ſent ſome of the great Advantages we receive by the 
Happy Acceſſion of our preſent Sovereign, and ſhew 
how ſeaſonably the Proteſtant Succeſſion has by Di- 
vine Providence took place. | e 
Fer late Majeſty reign'd very Gloriouſly over the 
Britiſh Nations for many Years; which cannot be better 
repreſented, than in the Words of a Right Reverend 
Prelate, who was far enough from Flattery in the 
worſt of times. 3 
Such, ſays he, was the Fame of her Adminiſtration of 
« Affairs at Home; ſuch was the Reputation of her 
« Wiſdom and Felicity in chuſing Miniſters and ſuch 
% was then eſteem'd their Faithfulneſs and Zea their 
“ Diligence and great Abilities in executing her Com- 


x Charnock on the Divine Attributes, p. 745, 746. 1 
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'« ſire.” * 


8 

Nn os. 

- . 1 
— 
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« mands; to ſuch a height of Military Glory did her 
„ great General and her Armies carry the Britiſh 
© Name abroad; ſuch was the Harmony and Concord 
« betwixt Her and her Allies; and ſuch was the Bleſſing 
« of God upon all her Counſels and Undertakings 3 
ce that J am as ſure as Hiſtory can make me, no Prince 
© of ours was ever yet ſo proſperous and ſucceſsful, 
“ ſo lov'd, eſteem'd and honour'd by their Subjects 
<« and their Friends, nor near ſo formidable to their 
« Enemies, We were, as all the World imagin'd then, 
<« juſt enteriog on the Ways that promis'd to lead to 
„ ſuch a Peace, as would have anſwer'd all the Prayers 
&« of our Religious Queen, the Care and Vigilance of 
« a moſt able Miniſtry, the Payments of a willing 
&« and obedient People, as well as all the glorious Toils 
© and Hazards of the Soldiery : when God, for our Sins, 
e permitted the Spirit of Diſcord to go forth- and 
ce to ſpail for a time this beautiful and pleaſing Pro- 
« ſpect; and give us in its ſtead I know not what 
« Our Enemies, ſays he, will tell the reſt with plea- 


4 


The Glories of this Reign might have ſnhin'd with the 
fame brightneſs, or greater, to the end, than at the be- 
ginning, had they not been eclips'd by the evil Counſel of 
Achitophel, and the baſe Deſigns which ſome were carry- 


ing on, under a pretended Zeal for the Church, and Con- 


cern for the Prerogative of the Crown. And had God, 
as our Iniquities deſerv'd, ſuffer d them to have gone 


on a little further, and given time for their conceiv'c 


Miſchiefs to, have brought forth; what a dreadful 
Scene ſhould we now have had before us? Our Gl 


and Religious Privileges taken away, our Goods an 


Eſtates confiſcated, our Poſterity left to inherit no- 

thing but Popery and Slavery; and a Civil, but Bloody 

War, muſt have been commenced in our Nation. 8 
But God, who has often ſav'd us by his kind Provi- 


dence, interpos'd yet once more in our favour; And 


upon the Demiſe of her Majeity (who herſelf began to 


p St. Aſaph's Preface to bis Four Sermons. 
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make ſome Change) all their Counſels are turn'd into 


Fooliſhneſs, and their deep-laid Deſigns overthrown : 
The Proteſtant Succeſſion immediately takes place, the 
Regency is put into the hands of wiſe and faithful Mini- 
ſters, and his excellent Majeſty King GEORGE is 
proclaim'd thro-out the whole Kingdom with the grea- 
teſt Joy and Satisfaction: The Hopes of the Pretender 
are intirely cut off, no foreign Power daring yet to 
give him any Aſſiſtance; and all Europe are waiting to 
2 what great Effects will follow ſuch an unexpected 
Change. 

The Danger we were in, ſhews us how ſeaſonably 


this Succeſſion takes place; and its meeting with no op- 


poſition, tho it had ſo many Enemies, may convince 
us of that Divine Providence, which both removeth 
and ſetteth up Kings; and gives us occaſion to ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, The Stone which the Builders refus'd, is be- 
Come the head Stone of the Corner : This is the Lord's do- 
ing, it is marvellous in our eyes: This is the Day which tbe 
Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it x. 
But, 3ly, we have further to obſerve, That our Ru- 
lers have ſhewn a great degree of Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding, both in providing ſo well for this Succeſſion, 
and managing things for the publick Peace and Safety 
when it took place: and in this we ſhall find a viſible 
Hand of the Divine Providence, as well as in the former. 
Who, but he that has the Hearts of Kings in his 


band, inſpir'd our late Glorious Deliverer King Mil- 


liam with ſuch a Zeal and Concern for the Succeſſion of 
the Crown in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover, and 
to make ſuch early Proviſion for its Security; knowing 
that in his Reign was the propereſt time for the Set- 
tlement of it? And when he was under very ſenſible 
Approaches of Death, he ſign'd a Bill for its better Se- 


curity, making this his laſt and beſt Legacy to his Peo- 


ple : And tho this has caus'd ſome to hate and calum- 
niate him, yet it will render his Memory for ever pre- 
cious to all true Britons and ſincere Proteſtants. 
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Who was it alſo that gave that Wiſdom and Under- 
ſanding to our Senators, to make Laws every way ſo 
perfe& and inviolable fer the ſecuring this happy 
Succeſſion, that the Enemies of it, by all their Power 
and Crafr, could find no Defect in them, or any thing 
to give the leaſt occaſion for their Alteration ? There 
are eſpecially two Clauſes in thoſe Acts, for which we 
have particular reaſon to bleſs God, and applaud the 
Wiſdom then given to our Legiſlators : I mean, that 
Clauſe which made it High Treaſon for any Perſon ei- 
ther by ſpeaking, writing, or otherwiſe, to attempt 
the altering of this Succeſſion : And that which gave 
the Succeſſor power to appoiat as many Perſons as he 
ſhould think fit, to take the Adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment in his Name, and a& immediately npon the De- 
miſe of her Majeſty, until himſelf ſhould arrive &. For 
by the former of theſe, there was no way left to make 
any legal Alteration during her Majeſty's Life; and by 
the latter, whoever ſhould be left in Places of Power at 
her Death, would be thereby render'd incapable of 
throwing things into Confuſion, or doing any thing 
in favour of the Pretender. And as the firſt of theſe 
Clauſes was a great Safety to us, and prevented any o- 
pen Attempts. againſt the Succeſſion in the late Reign; 
ſo we find, to our great Joy and Satisfaction, that the 
latter, upon the Succeſſion's taking place, has prov'd 
the happy means of a ſafe and quiet Settlement: for 
by this Method, the Regency was put into the hands of 
ſuch as render'd the Minds of the People eaſy, a ſuſh- 
cient Force was immediately rais'd to defend his Ma- 
jelty's Right, the Friends of Popery and the Pretender 
are diſcountenanc'd, and every thing prepar'd for a 
ſplendid and joyful Reception of our moſt Excellent 
and Rightful Sovereign. | 
And have we not reaſon, upon the review of all 
theſe things, to bleſs the Name of God, and ſay with 


* AF made in the 4th and 5th of Anne, intitled, An Act for the 
better ſecuring her Majefty's Perſon and Government, and of 
the Succeſſion to the Crown of Fngland in the Proteſtant Line. 
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the Prophet, He giveth Wiſdom to the Wiſe, and Knows 
ledg to them that know Underſtanding ? All that now re- 
mains, is, in the | es fe ate Hi 


Id and Laſt Place, to draw ſome Practical Inferen- 
ces from the whole. | | 5 

1, From this Doctrine of God's being the ſupreme 
Governour of the World, and concerning himſelf ſo in- 
timately with the Affairs of Mankind, we may infer, 
That Religion is our beſt Intereſt, even as to this 
World as well as the other. | 

Nothing has done more hurt to Religion, nor given 
Men a greater prejudice againſt it, than the Imagina- 
tion, that it is inconvenieat and hurtful to their Tem- 
poral Intereſt ; whereas in reality it is the greateſt 
Friend to it, and nothing can tend more to promote 
and ſecure the preſent Welfare either of private Per- 
ſons or publick Societies. 

If every Man would rightly conſider his own per- 
ſonal [ntereſt, he will find that he cannot ſerve him- 
ſelf better than by ſerving God ; for Religion is not 
only fitted in its own nature to make us happy, but 
It alſo engages a ſpecial Providence of God in our fa- 
vour. And this the Holy Scripture does abundantly 
teſtify; O fear the Lord, ye his Saints, for there is no 
want to them that fear him : The young Lions do lack and 
ſuffer Hunger, but they that fear the Lord ſhall not want 
any good thing. And again: What Man is he that de- 
ſireth Life, aud loveth many Days, that he may ſee good? 
Keep thy Tongue from Evil, and thy Lips from ſpeaking 
Guile ; depart from Evil, and do Good; ſeek Peace, and 
purſueit *. And how this will be a means to obtain his 
delir'd Happineſs, the following words declare : The 
Eyes of the Lord are upon the Righteous, and his Ear 1s 
open to their Cuy; i. e. there is a ſpecial Providence of 
God over ſacha Perſon,by which he is preſerv'd in Life, 
and ſupply'd with all good things. Tis moſt certain 
that God is the beſt Friend, and can be the worſt Ene- 
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my; and ſeeing he directs and governs all things be- 
low, it muſt be our chiefeſt Intereſt to ſeek his Favour, 
and to do thoſe things that are well-pleaſing in his ſight. 

Nor is Religion leſs advantageous to publick Bodies 
and Societies of Men: The Welfare and Happineſs of 
any Nation and People cannot be better promoted than 
by. preſerving the Worſhip of God, and maintaining 
Truth and Juſtice amongſt them. For R:ghteonſneſs eæ- 
alteth a Nation, but Sin is a Reproach to any People X. 
 24dly,; From hence we may likewiſe learn, that to ſeek 
to God under our Troubles, and implore his Bleſſing 


upon our Endeavours, is the wiſeſt and beſt courſe we can 


take. As the Doctrine of a Divine Providence tends to 
promote — ig general, ſo it does more particularly 
convince us of the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of Prayer. 
If all Power is ſubjected unto God, and all ſecond Cauſes 


are under his Direction, then where can we apply our 
ſelves better for Deliverance from Dangers, or Support 


under Troubles, than to this Almighty Father? And 
ſince when we have done all we can, the Event is ſtill in 
God's hand, and the Succeſs depends on his Providence; 


how reaſonable is it to ſeek his Direction, and implore 
his Bleſſing? | e 


And certainly none can think it time ſpent in vain, or 


any hindrance to their Affairs, to conſult the Almighty, 


and pray to him, before they enter upon any Enter prize. 
The wiſeſt of Men recommends this Method to us, as the 
beſt way to obtain our end: Truſt in the Lord with all 
thine Heart, and lean not to thine own Underſtanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledg him, and be ſhall direct thy Paths F. 


This is the neareſt and ſafeſt way to Succeſs, and may 


contribute more to our Deſigns than our beſt Contri- 
vances and Preparations. 


God has ſometimes alter'd the fixed Courſe of Nature, 


and wrought Miracles to anſwer the Prayers and earneſt 


Supplications of his People: and nothing is more com- 
mon in the Method of Providence, than for God to an- 
ſwer their Prayers, by giving them ſome happy Oppor- 

Prov. 14. 34. * 1 Prov. 3. 57 6. g 1 5 


tunities, 
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tunities, and bringing about ſome unexpected Changes; 
which have contributed more to their Proſperity and 
Succeſs,than all their Power or Conduct could ever have 
done: Call upon me, ſays God, inthe Day of Trouble, and 
I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt gloriſy me. 4 

And l muſt obſerve to you, that if any human Means 
have contributed to the happy Turn given to our Affairs, 
and the Overthrow of thoſe deep Deſigns form'd againſt 
ns by our Enemies, this muſt be one: Many of the 
Righteous in this Ciry, and through the whole Nation, 


were deeply affected with the Danger we were in, and 
ceaſed not to cry unto God, Night and Day, to ſpare 


his People and blefs his Heritage. And many Socie- 
ties of Chriſtians have had their. fixed Aſſemblies, to 
fend up their united Supplications to Heaven, that God 
would preſerve our Religion, our Laws, and our Liber- 
ties, and overthrow all Deſigns and Attempts againſt 
that Proteſtant Succeſſion, which we now ſee ſo peacea- 
bly to take place. Burt, . 4.440 oy 

| 3ahy, If God governs the World, and ſuper-intends 
all human Affairs, then this ſhould teach us ſo to uſe 
the Means, and place our ExpeQations upon them, as 
ſtill to keep our chief Hope and Dependence upon God. 


Jo caſt off the uſe of thoſe Means which God has ap- 


pointed for certain Ends, and expect to obtain thofe 


Things without them, is great Folly and Prefumption : 


and yet to uſe ſecond Cauſes, and ſo depend upon them 
as to have no regard to the ſuperiour Power and Provi- 
gence of God which over- rules them, is irreligious, and 
may properly be call'd a living withoutGod in the World. 


If we would maintain Life, we muſt take Food to nou- 


riſh us: If we would preſerve Health, we muſt be mode- 
rate in our Enjoymeuts,and uſe Phy ſick in proper Gaſes: 
If we would have a comfortable Subſiſtence for Our- 


ſelves, or Families, we mult be diligent in our Callings, 


and-improve the Opportunities that Providence puts 
into our hands. Aud yet we ought ſo to depend upon 


God, in the uſe of theſe means, as if we had done no- 
Thing, but expected all from his Favour and Bleſſing 3 
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knowing that he caa bleſs and ſucceed the Counſels and 


Endeavours of Men, or blaſt them, and make them 
of no effect, as he pleaſes. 5 | 

To expect Health and Proſperity, without uſing the 
Means God has appointed, is not Religion or Faith, but 
Enthuſiaſm : and on the contrary, to uſe and depend up- 
on the Means, as if they were ſufficient of themſelves, 


and have no regard to the ſuperiour Power and Influence 


of the Almighty, is not Wiſdom, but Infidelity and 


Atheiſm. | - ans Se; 1 
4thly, This Doctrine of a Divine Providence ſhould 
teach us Humility and Content ment under all the 
Changes and Diſappointments that befal us in this 
Life. If we acknowledg God's Being, we muſt neceſſa- 


rily grant, that he has a Right as well as Power, to 


diſpoſe of us, and all that concerns us, as he pleaſes: 
And therefore it muſt be moſt unreaſonable and fooliſh 
to murmur, and be uneaſy at his Government. Should 
we not patiently bear what God thinks fit to lay upon 
us; and quietly ſubmit to that State of Life, and thoſe 
Circumſtances, that he is pleaſed to bring us into? This 
Conſideration has been of great uſe, both to quiet the 


Minds of Good Men, and prevent their Murmurings 


under the moſt grievous Afflictions. If is the Lord, ſays 
good old Eli, let him do as ſeemeth good unto him *. I 


was dumb, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, and opened not my Mouth, 


becauſe thou didſt it |. = | 

Fthh, From what has been ſaid, it naturally follows, 
that the Saints and People of God muſt be in the moſt 
ſafe and happy Condition of all others. This Doctrine, 
that God rules the World, and directs all things by his 
wiſe and powerful Proyidence, may adminiſter great 
Comfort to the Righteous, to all that have any Intereſt 


in his Love and Favour. Can we ſuppoſe God will 


neglect thoſe that love and ſerve him; and continue to 
protect ſuch as daily fight againſt him? Let not thoſe 
that fear the Lord be caſt down at the appearance of 
Troubles, or deſpair of Relief in the worſt Circumſtan- 

* 1 Sam. 3. 19. + Plal. 39. 9. OY 
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«3; but conſer, that their hearealy Father ſux ie 
the Helm of Affairs, and has the 'over-roling and di- 

_.. retion, as well of all Perſons as Things, We ma 
therefore ſafely. ſay ro.the_Righteons, it ſhalt go well with 
him - And conclude with the Apoſtle, that all things ſhall 

work together for good, to them that love God, that are 
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. | called according to his purpoſe. Rs 3 
„ Laſtly, What has been faid, concerning the Power 
4 and Providence of God, will teach us to aſcribe Honour 
0 and Praiſe unto him, for any Succeſs that attends us, 
| or any Happineſs that is enjoyed by us, The Tribute 


of Praiſe is due to God, not only for our Creation and 
Redemption, but for the Bleſſings of his Providence 
alſo, If we have Health and Proſperity continued to 
us; if we ſucceed in our temporal Affairs, and increaſe 
in Honour or Riches ; it is owing to a wiſe and good 
Providence of God, more than our own Conduct or En 
deavours. 5 | | 25 
If any publick Changes happen in our favour, and 
we have ſuch Princes ſet over us as ſeek the Happineſs 
and Welfare of all their Subjects; if we have ſuch wiſe 
| Rulers as are able to counterwork the Deſigns and 
Plots of our Enemies, and prevent the Ruin and Deſo- 
lation of a Kingdom : let us eye the ſuperiour Hand 
and Power of God in all theſe things, and join with the 


. Prophet in our Text, in aſcribing praiſes to him; and 
4 ſay, Bleſſed be the Name of God for ever and ever, ſor 
+4 Wiſdom and Might are his, and he (anger the Times and 

the Seaſons, he removeth Kings and ſetteth up Kings, he 


giverh Wiſdom to the Wiſe, and Knowledg to them that know 


Underſtanding. 6 
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As Sermon in Commemoration of the Great Storm, in 170. 
a preach'd the 27th'of November 1713. Publiſhed at the Deſixe of 
1. veral Gentlemen, who annually obſerve that Day. By Ben. 
WE Stinton. The Third Edition. Printed by 7. Darty, of whom may 
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